Tomdle wawia

Pop into your local nursery right now
and you'll see tomatoes taking up more
space than just about anything
For tomatoes continue to be Australia’s
favounte home grown produce Ever
wondered why home grown tomatoes taste
so great? Well, commercial crops of tomatoes
destined for long trips in refrigerated
transport have been bred with certain
enzymes removed to prevent rotting This
means thick. rubbery tomatoes that lcok
and taste like cricket balls! Fortunately,
local nursenes are stocking more heirloom
vaneties allowing you to experiment with
tomatoes previously only available through
niche online seed sellers

N

Wood ash from a fireplace is a good source of pot ash -
Just using ,v/’nrmg/_v fo avoid llv:'ln\gm‘q .wi//?/l

Your best tomato season ever

Tomatoes are actually part of the large
Solanum family which includes eggplants,
capsicums, chillies and even potatoes
Diseases can remain in the soil and nutrients
can be depleted 50, moving your tomatoes
to 8 new patch every year makes sense on
lots of levels

To get lots of lovely tomatoes we want
to encourage flower and therefore fruit
development. Sprinkle a small handful of
“potash” around your tomatoes when

planting, and hquid feed with lower nitrogen
feeds, otherwise you'll end up with lots of
big green leaves and no tomatoes

Let them climb

Tomatoes are either vine types which
climb or bush types who keep their fruit
closer to the ground Place 6ft stakes, star
pickets or mesh in the ground before planting
climbing varieties to prevent any damage to
roots. Bush vaneties also likely to have some
form of support, after all it gets tiring holding
onto all that fruit!
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Water reqularly to prevent disease
problems Water the ground (rather than
the plant itself) to prevent fungal problems
and regular watenng will help maintain a
constant nutrient supply to the plant to
prevent calcium deficiency - which shows up
as blossom end rot This is particularly nasty
and makes your pnze tomatoes look pretty
horrible and not particularly appetising

Tomatoes actually don't need to ripen on
the vine, in fact too much sun on a tomato
will damage its skin Instead tomatoes rnpen
by temperature and will happily continue to
ripen If you pick them once they just start
to blush

If we experience a particularly hot
summer, leave plenty of foliage on your
tomato plants to help shade the frurt.

Place your tomato plants in full sun nml/u} % the fruit
as it just starts to ripen to avoid sun damage and

sharing your crop with birds!
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What to plant now
in your vegie patch

greens Koh

ard greens

Fruiting vegetables such as eagplants,
chillies, capsicums and tomatoes love the
heat, so plant them in the hottest part of

your garden. Leafy green vegetables

prefer dappled shade over summer.
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