j STTLE

with Andrew Lucas,
Backyard Harvest

your garden
into action!

Spring 1s a favourite time n the garden
for most people, and who can really blame
them Flowers start to burst from their
buds, birds chirp mernly and the chance of
sunshine and double figure temperatures
tempts us humans to venture out of
hibernation'

A stunning silver princess gum
in flower welcomes spring

Recelve

Plant farm and nursery covers over 2.5 acres }§ 1 0% OFF :

Ornamental and fruiting trees * Roses - Flowers * Bulbs :
Herb and vegie seedlings - Latest release shrubs and trees Must bring in this ad

Ornamental grasses - Terracotta and glazed pots - Potting Mixes " to claim your dlsco““t
o1 3 « Does not apply to seedlings and

Soil improvers HFeady i $stock

Locally owned and operated by Jamie & Ruth with knowledgable and [riendly staff, 2 2

to advise you on soil preparation and planting techniques, plant selection,

garden design, maintenance and pest and disease solutions

Whether vour budget is big or small, Wombat Gully Plant Farm Geelong
caters for all your gardening needs. Fig & Hoe cafe and giftware store on site!

Open 7 days a week * 8.30am - Spm

WWW. wombatgullygeelong com.au * 5248 6911 201 Townsend Rd, Moolap
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Spring 'to do' list

Feeding

Now we're through winter we start to
prepare the soil for summer crops, with
many of these being heavy feeders Organic
1S the way to go. sprinkle blood and bone
or pelletised poultry manure over your soil
and fork in  If you're lucky enough te have
access to sheep cow (or other manure)
incorperate It into your soil to provide
structure as well as nutrients

Composting

Heading into warmer weather means our
soil needs to balance holding water and
nutrients while still offering good drainage
Adding compost to your soil helps this
process and with spring comes lots of grass
chppings - the perfect compost ingredient!
Compost needs exposure to air to break
down properlyso either invest in a compast
turnbler ar ensure you fork over your
compost regularly
TIP! Most home compost heaps are far
too wet as they contain lots of food scraps
and can become a smelly mess. Try adding
shredded paper and turn your compost
every few days for best results and sweet
smelling compost!

Compost is the key to producing
amazing, organic prodce at home

Orgamc multb such as this straw

and e

breaks down to feed your .ml

Fruit Trees

If you've missed pruning your deciduous
fruit trees this year don't panic! Simply
hold off pruning until late summer (or until
the tree has finished fruiting) Think about
netting fruit trees (especially stone fruit)
and be kind to fruit bats and small birds by
choosing nets with holes small enough to
prevent your finger getting through

TIP! Don't feed citrus trees while they're in
flower or you'll gain lush green leaves but
risk losing fruit production! Instead use a
weak seaweed liquid feed fortnightly and
save larger fertiliser applications for when
the tree's not in flower,

A young lemon tree in full flower

Mulching

Warmer day and night time temperatures
will see your garden's well watered soil start
to be blanketed with weeds. Don't stress
though! Most weeds are short-lived and can
simply be turned back inte the soil (using
a hoe) to act as green manure, and then
covered with mulch just make sure you do
this before they form seed heads otherwise
you'll be chasing them all summer
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What to plant now
In your vegie patech

Design
Installation
Workshops
Raised Beds
Consulting
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